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Ay Last b ki disussions were based an a seminal sculpture In my work, Tikd 813 “Keaper of
the Charm®, Anather equally important and influential piece inmy body of waork is the pariner
ol Tiki #1013, Crazy AL Tiki #12 "Hula Lover™, Ta be more acouraie, these tao wens part al & frilec-
ta of leadding pleces In my early work which inclusded Tikd #17 Tkl Lantern”, wha's story |5 tald
in Tikd Magazine Vol 3 No.1, These thres tikis all appeaned in the Coproy/Nason Tiki At show in
Seplember ol 1998, Each il represents my firs] attempts ab dedining my individoal style and
tachniguse Im the re-blossoming Tikl Cultune of ten wears ago, "Hula Lowes™ has remalned one of
my most unigue artistic tikis in over a decade of work

I Tikl Magazine Vel 3 Mo 3, | stated that Tiki #13 wes the fist tkl soulptune of mine to adom a
natural headdress ar cronwm; it was a new look |, or discowerg, in the nature of palm logs. In the
same rmanmer, Tiki #12 was also & liest, Just &8 the slow siripping of the palm boots revealed a
royal cap, a 160 degres flip to the log expased a perfect grass skirtl This unforeseen and vary
approphate costume was another of Mother Mature's suggestions as to the direction of & soulp-
ture, The hairy matting bebwesn the palm boals cawghl my atlenbon as it was quibe exlensne
and appeared fo mimic ine woven dothe Pahmesian tradifions have beaten the bark of the paper
mulberry tree into large blankets of doth for the wse of clothing. The rustic brown dyes with
which the tapa doth B colansd resermble the naturaly beautilol burmt s=nna Bues of the reshly
uncovensd palm matting. The shaps of the cascading inverted palm bopds and the dothelike nat
ural matting that remained on the half-stripped log of Tiki #12 bedvoned to be left on as a
Tapa-grass skirt, Certalnly, this wauld be a undque tikl soulpbure | could
uge in the upooming Copro/dason show, OF the 145 tikis | hawe com
pl=ted, only thres others sre soultped with the skirt tedhnigue: Tiki #5,
" Do e Tikd™, Tikd #51, "Hula Heart” commissioned by Tikis Grill and
Bar in Waikiki, and Tiki #52, "Hula Baby®, a rare traveling, Tour-gig tiki
carved with APE. **

The natural shirt gave me direction for Tiki %12 This concept of a hula
skirt-weeanng tki deseloped into "Hula Lower.” | continued o eplore the
siApping down of layers of the palm bark. By self-taught tikl cardng tadh-
nigue had me infatuated with the fst quarter inch of the log before |
ever oul into 18 interion. My limited expenence with palm wood sugpest-
el Ehiat thee Inteslor of the log siuld be too soft e do mud Inbenesting
carving armpaay. During the carving of Tiki #11, | had cultivated a design
cancepl thal used semi-traditional Tapa paiterns to decorabe a graplec
utlire around an open mauth. | ked this divection veey mudh and decid-
e to elaborate on it even more cnee | discovered a “palm skin® under
thee palrm bark. This interesting leper looked to be 4 hardwood veneer over
the top of the soft bland indenar wood, This hard “skin® nicely took dean
carved |lines made with & sharp pen knife. | was very pleased with the
result and exploibed the rew-lound material with a crary ondertabong o
intricate designs that | would later enhance with a darker stain, All the
sucressiul work in the "palm skin® gave nse to another idea. This tiki
could heve real tatfoos! | had dome taiooing-type ebciing, or p=n
knife wark, a5 early as Tiki #2. However, this tiki coudd merge the
original Palynesian tradition of tattoping with the modern traditions
of Western pop-cufiune tatieos, | knew then that | wanted e par-
tray the infatuation of Western sailors with the exotic and sratic
Hula Maidens. From Captsin Cook's first Pacific salors o YWl LS.
Mawy men in belibotboms, the topless sland gid Ina grass skirt
weas iresistibbe, Thi #132, "Hula Lover,” became a masculine tiki in
& skirt! The deity-rannical™ characieristics of my bkis leod them-
sedves fo balng whatever they want fa ke, S0 1went for I On
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the right &rm | carved the image of a hula maiden and
alsn A heart with "Hula®™ swhere "Mom®™ might go. On
ihe baft anm a sallor's milltandstlc Chinese dragon was
l=ftt im the skin as well a5 & primitiee Lif= Spiral link-
Ng generations. The art show in which Tiki #12 first
appeared gmse mie some of my fiest pubdicity in print
Mot anly did Juntapor Magazine issue 18 mention
my arl in the show, bul inferssingly emnough,
international Tatioo At Magazine also mentioned the
shoree. My miuch-better half of many, many years, Lizry,
and mysell appeared inside the March 19599 e, |
attribue this admowledgment to the tats of the *Hula
Lover,” simce nesther of us to this day have sparted
ik o youE e skin,

Despite my worry that the inside of the log would be
soft and of undesirable candng density, | feund that
the new stack af palm trunks menticned in Tat Yol s,
MoS was quite sehid. These |ogs, which came Trom
mare mature irees, allowed me to detail and define
thiz arms amd hards of "Hula Lover.® In furn, the dietail
al Tiki #12 would inspire the muoch more elsborate
carding of Tikd #13, Anather link babseen these fiest
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been exploratory creations is that | first used
the eyes of my "Tiki Budda® light switch
(described im TH Wal.4 Mo.1) on Tikl £12
and laker the Budda bedy and feet would
appear an Tiks # 13, These bkis also adomed
add-ans such as bone beads and found
shells, a dirscion | stated with Tild #3, *King
Tiki™

The testosterone level of Tiki #12 hsd been
kicked up a notch ar teo with burly tatioo
laden arms, | wanied to ghse this guy the
akility to hald & Samoan Fire Knike in his
teeth. It would allude ta the traditions of
make Polynesian dancers and just look dang
Cool! O, showld it be Hot! | never got & tonch
I hés eeth for the 1996 show, and | have
mawer sanded bo try and to run natual gas
lines through the soulpbure to =nswre an
endless fire show, Howeser, as part of my
e ending, badcbumer project of an
Exodic Calendar, | phatographed this hula-
ewalting tikl with the help of Sean Musphy
H did & fantastic job partraying a flaming
scene of the dassic relationship betvween
Waihine and Tiki. | alka photographad the
fire spewaing Tiki @11 with Sean's assstance
arwd hope bo use these porirails soon
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Oietinber 20008 pl e e detiid of
e Fmited eafition “Ho Lover” smuog
in e some Boboaks roam whire
e axrigio ki mae 5 frst appear-
dnde M pedTs ae

The ten-year anmversary of my trifeo-
ta, Tikis £11, 12, and 13, approaches
this fall. Ta commemorate these pri-
mordial filds in the Cracy AL TIk| Gall asy,
a N ceramic creatian wahich will b
debuted at the Babooka Restaurant,
Saturday, Dcbobser 18, 2006, Adecanier,
or caraie, design of Tiki #12 "Hula
Lerver™ il be sodd ann é P besresd o8-
tlcam i the wery room the same ki was
first presented to the public at the
Copro/Masan  Tiki &t show  of
September 19, 1998, Sculpted by
myself to match the ariginal in every

dhetal, it also is propariional o s part-
nes Tikl 813 mug. | hope to hawve a
ceramic candls-holder miniaturs of Tiki & 11, "Tiki Lamter” as sl a5 Tiki #12,

and e Tiki #13 mugs. Maybe the phota shool images will make an appear-
ance a5 well in printed editicns. Crazy AL's Tiki #12, "Hula Lover,” stretched

my imagination regarding what a tiki could be. it |ed the wory to more devsl-
aprments in my personal quest Tor ongnality and stands alone as a tiki in the

comasr withi & Huls Girl batiosn,

* daity-rannical: forceful demorsteative acton

== Tiki #51; “hitp/ytkimaniacom/fdocsbt_51.Html*
Tiki #52: "hitp:tlomania.comydocs,Bt_S2htm|®

Crazel Art and Collzcible Editions availabk: at wenatikim aniascom
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