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"Miki Lambern,” moy Tiki 2110, introduced ma
1o the interesting nature of palm wodd. B
was alsp a major step in defining my shde
and remains aone of my favornite Tikis. &s with
meany of my first tlkls, the palm stamp of Tikl
#11 came from my caiginal Tiki log hunt in
frizona dunng the summer ol 19596 In the
fall of 1956, Greg Escalante and Doug Mason
mmked me to be a part of their first public "Tiki
fArt” show, It wias held atb the incredible
Bahooka In Rosemead, Calif, While plotting
wehat Tikis | might carse for this show, | dis
covered the old Queen Palm stump in the
garage and noficed an intermsting change —
the vast amount of water in the palm wood
had evaporated, leaving & hiuge vold in the
center of the stumip, | s that the star shaped
gap went dear through ils 24-indh expanse.
Cauld | sculpt this thing? | thought, *Sure, |
had sculpted a similar type of wood in minia
lure belore” Same af my lisl candng wes in
Yucca cuttngs. The inside of the Yuooa stem
iz almost all-fheous pulp, When it dees it oe
ales & perfect waod ube which | aned inta
Tiki-fared candleholiders with open mouths,
An idea popped into my head. & giant Tiki
Lanterm, with a blg of flame, That would be
cooll Hollowing out the inside was easy. It
waas 2001 and sbll maist. Candng the aulsids
wizrs another story, | have simce learned that
the Cween Palmis.a clese sister ta the Coconut
Palm. The wood is just a5 beaulilul & dark
red- browimn as cocon ut wood wien pallshed,
Howsewer, the wood, when cured, is just as
hard as the extremely hard coconul waad |
bent more than one chisel aning the face
of Tiki Lantem.

The thin walls af the hollowwed ouwl lantem
bent teelf to a shallow relbef candng. The Large
apen mouth forced an economy of space for
the design af the eyes and nase. They alsa
carmed the “Haollow Eye® gans inherited from
thee first Tikis | capsed from Enic Rindal designs
{mey art schaol flend and Beunder af the band
ARE}. The combination halloweye andsguint-
ing loak wauld becaome & frademark leaiure
af miy style, The graphic nature of the epa
design may have been inspired by growing
up araund Hopi Kabsing [Kachina) dolls, wath
faces that look like they were designed by
Maondrian. & straight, stark bladk line on a pri

many coslor badedimopinvolkes all the spintually
miystical awareness you might want in the
eye af a supernatural being. The realization

af the lanterm’s. design sealed my conwiction
o lollow my own shde. The merger of Tela
and this Modernistic look was nothing new,
In contrest to other attributes such as body
style and techdgue, however, | felt satisfled
with the path | was heading down

The mouth design also emerged as a defini

tive signature in my work. The moulth was
anather characteristic started from Rindal's
drawings. & broad, symmetrical outline
around the feeth became a cames an which
to add Podynesian Tapa influenced designs,
Later, mare elaborate traditiona Fijian Tapa
design would be incorporated as my tech-
nigque progressed. This direct association to
the art of Polymheds was my way of conmect-
ing my ctherswise wery non-Tiki stylings to
their origins, *Decorating® Tikis with these
compler and beautiful designs also harkens
back to the Katsina dolls, adomed with body
paint and intricately pattermed tapesiries
deplcting thelrspliritual odgins, As the Katsina
dolls influenced me, | influenced others. |
sosan baund similar aral decorative breatments
an Tikl Digble mugs. Later | saw similar
designs on fedoo masks sccompanying mmy
awn wark at Teki's Grill and Bar in Waikiki.
Alout 20% of my Tikis, excuding thase caned
with my band APE, have a mauth design relat

ed 1o Tiki @#11.

As ame of my fawordtes, Tikd #11 has stayed
in my v collection. | hewe brought it slong
to many everts, (6L the stage poalside al
Tiki Chasis 3, Tiki Dive In. It would becoms
tha first Tiki that | used as a reference to ore
ale designs lar Bone Production products in
collaboration with other artists, In 2004, |
commissianed Sam Gambing o do a par
trait of my Tkl Lantemm In his o part cular
style. Sam interpreted it as a meteptite ball
al fire. Tiki #11 was also selected 10 be part
of the header for the Critikl website, The
unigque nature af this seemingly unusable
Chueen Palm stump cedainly created alsunch-
ing paint for many mone Tikis. But it's just
ancther Tiki in the comer .- on fire

Eing Tiki and its commemaorative mug can
be found at wew, Thimamia, com.

Fisofos oowriesy af TIETLATG. Jom -



